
The day was clear and bright and warm.  To the East Mt Kilimanjaro unwrapped all of her glory 

with her glaciered pinnacle evident for all to see.  Not to be outdone, to the West Mt Meru also 

provided an overdrop for the congregation of parents, students and dignitaries gathering in the 

tented area on the soccer field of Siha Leadership Academy.  November 14 was a special day for 

the Graduation of our students in the village of Karansi, Tanzania.                                                            

Graduating 7th grade is a big deal in Tanzania.  Only students who pass the Standard 7 National 

Exam are permitted to continue their studies, and how well they perform will limit the Secondary 

School options that they are allowed to pursue.  Not only is this Standard 7 exam important to the 

individual student, but it also provides a benchmark for the quality of education being provided 

for the students at large in a school including the comparative performance with other schools.  

Our Graduating Class this year scored the highest in the Siha District, in the top 5% of the Kili-

manjaro Region and in the top 8% of the nation of Tanzania.  There was much to be proud of, and 

proud we were.  The ceremonies began about noon with students providing demonstrations of 

what they had learned via displays in numerous classrooms. Parents and visitors alike asked ques-

tions of the students and were universally 

impressed at the subject matter command of 

the students from various participating 

grades.  Following the demonstrations we all 

proceeded to the parade ground of tents 

where soon the 7th grade graduates marched 

and danced to their respective seats.  They 

can really boogie.  The following four hours 

were packed with celebrations honoring this 

class and individuals, beginning with the Pre

-school singing and dancing their way into 

the hearts of all that were gathered.  Next a 

marching youth corps displayed their talents 

at drill. Congratulations speakers included a 

local Member of Parliament along with the 

village Mayor.  Todd Whitson represented Perime-

ter Church as the keynote speaker encouraging the 

students in their pursuit of knowledge while I offered the congratulations of our Sponsors who see 

their role in partnership with the Parents and Teachers.  Jerry Thames also offered our desire to 

partner with them in bringing influence to the broader population and schools of the Karansi 

Ward.  Parents this year formally thanked the school and teachers for their dedication to their sons 

and daughters.  This is real progress in our goal to see parents invested in the education of their 

children.  It is amazing the transformation that has continued to take place in this community.  We 

thank God for the privilege to be small part of what He is doing. 

Graduating Class—2018   by Tim Neet 
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Life Can Be Fragile by Tim Neet 

Life can be fragile when you 
are a newborn in Tanzania.  
Although there has been a 
sharp decline in infant death 
rates since the turn of the cen-
tury, there were still 38 deaths 
per 1000 live births  in 2017.   
Compared to the US, a Tanza-
nian newborn death is about 7 
times more likely than where 
we live in Georgia.  Your child 
is also 8 times more likely to 
die before reaching the age of 
5.  That is partly why Tanzani-
an’s average 5 births per wom-
an.  

While this death rate is still a 
small percent of the Tanzanian 

population, it is still very real 
and personal to the families 

who have gone through the 
experience.  In our time in 

Tanzania, we have witnessed 
the passing of a number of 
children and family members, 

not so much in our school, but 
in the community at large.  

Even Godfrey, our Headmas-
ter lost a child within the last 

couple of years.   

As you would suppose, there 
are many reasons for these 

deaths. 

7th Grade Class—Siha Leadership Academy 
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 Life Can Be Fragile (continued) 

Some of these deaths are due to poor pre-
natal care from lack of doctors and medical 
facilities.  When water is scarce or expen-
sive, there is always a lack of basic hy-
giene, and cleanliness.  Bare feet lead to 
cuts, scrapes, and infections.  When warm 
clothing is scarce cool winter nights can be 
hazardous, but the warm seasons also bring 
with them mosquitoes who transport the 
biggest killer - the Malaria parasite. 

This past week, one of our pre-school stu-
dents (Dorcas) lost her little brother 
(Bright) to pneumonia.  Her mother, Glad-
ness, is in deep grief, mourning the loss of 
her baby boy.  Dorcas, who just recently 
started in our Pre-School, probably doesn’t 
understand much of what is going on.  She 
has been living in Karansi with her grand-
parents, as her mother had moved from 
Karansi to Tanga this last year for an em-
ployment opportunity, taking Bright, who 
was less than a year old, with her.  Dorcas 
may not remember Bright and most likely 
doesn’t understand what happened to him.  

Dorcas also doesn’t understand the protec-
tive umbrella that God has given her 
through you and   Project Child.  Each year 
our students receive a physical assessment 
from one of our Medical Teams.  We pro-

vide a basic insurance package which pro-
motes medical care and our social worker 
(Witness) often insures they are taken to a 
nearby clinic when needs are apparent.  If 
surgery is required, as was the case twice 
last month, UboraTZ and Project Child 
solicit funds to help cover the extra-
ordinary medical costs.  We provide this 
advantage, not only to our children, but 
have also assisted in the medical care for 
some of the widows (special ladies) that 
we have come alongside over the years. 

Last year, we began expanding the Ubora 
reach beyond our school and into the com-
munity.  In partnership with Morehouse 
Medical School we conducted clinics not 
only at Siha Leadership Academy, but also 
in five public schools. This was this first 
time that many of the Karansi public 
school students had even seen a doctor or a 
nurse.  This team initiated the process of 
charting the health of our broader Karansi 
community of students and has opened 
new doors into the Siha District of Public 
Health.  As this new work develops, we 
expect to be involved in the training of 
health workers to serve throughout the 
Siha District, plus, along with Morehouse, 
improving the training and care in the Dis-
trict Center.   

What we are doing may be a drop in the 

bucket of improving the health care in 
Tanzania.  But a lot of drops can fill up a 

bucket and can certainly make a big differ-
ence for the individual children and fami-

lies who have benefited.  If you would like 
to learn more about what you can do to 
make a difference, contact us at in-

fo@uboratz.org 

For more information about Project Child—contact Tim Neet at timneet@uboratz.org   
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In Memorial by Tim Neet 

In this issue, we also remember  two of our very faithful Child Sponsors who recently left to be with the Lord.   Carol Light and 
Dudney Hodges faithfully supported the children of Project Child over many years.  Leaving Wayne and Linda respectfully, they 
are now with their Lord and celebrating in His presence with all pain and sorrow removed from their sight.  Even in their absence 
over $2500 has been given “In Lieu of Flowers.” which will help us cover  5 more unsponsored children for the year. 

Want to Help?? by Tim Neet 
“Teach us to number our days that we may receive a heart of wisdom” Psalm 90:12   As Moses prayed to God, it is helpful for us to be 
mindful to number our days.  Our lives are short, yet God has defined a purpose for each of us in life.  Our fulfillment comes in seeking to 
know his will and purpose for us and to live our lives in such a way that our time on earth is not wasted, but rather continues to produce an 
abundance of fruit for His Kingdom — which we avidly pray comes to earth as it is in heaven.  We are the guardians and we are the recon-
cilers.  Would you like to spend some of your time helping Project Child and the broader scope of Ubora TZ.  We need all sorts of skills—
some of which God may have placed specifically in you.  We especially need help in learning how to effectively use multi—media to com-
municate with our sponsors and others of interest.  We need people with medical skills, business skills, accounting skills, IT skills, market-
ing skills, and leadership skills — You name it, we need it.  Contact me at timneet@uboratz.org 

Mail Call by Tim Neet 
It has been awhile since we have had a full scale Mail Call for Tanzania.  Some of our teams have been a bit fluid — but the summer is 
coming and with that a number of trips into Karansi.  So, Our next Mail Call for letters and packages is May 15.  We will place Tanzania 
baskets out in the Perimeter Atrium by May 1 to receive your letters or gifts.  Please communicate to Pam Willis when you leave a pack-
age, and if you would like to leave your package earlier—notify Pam as well and arrangements will be made.  Visit our Project Child 
website at www.projectchildTZ.com/journals and click on Journal #66 for ideas and instructions on what to write and where to send it.  
We may have the opportunity to transport stuff earlier — so the sooner you get it to us—the sooner it is in Cue. 


