
News came last 
week that Pastor 
Wariaeli’s dear 
wife Faraha 
(Happiness) had 
died.  My heart 
broke as I thought 
of the grief that 
our beloved part-
ner and pastor 
would be experi-
encing.  I thought 
of the five chil-
dren who had 
been blessed with 
a kind and gener-
ous mother who 
had nurtured and equipped them for 
life through some very difficult 
times.  I thought of the women of 
the church who looked up to her as 
as a prime example of a Proverbs 31 
wife and woman. Happy Maphie 
was an exceptional lady with a life 
and future full of GOLD. Though 
not totally unexpected – Pastor 
Wariaeli’s wife’s passing was a 
shock to all who knew and loved 
her. 

Her Funeral and Memorial Service 
was a testimony to her faithfulness 
and the devoted support that she 
provided her husband.  It also re-
flected the extremely high regard 
that the village and nation has for 
her husband - Pastor Wariaeli Mafie 
as thousands came to pay their re-
spect.  The crowd, estimated at 
3500 adults, waited and worshipped 
through 6 hours of reception and 
testimony.  Dignitaries included the 
Rev. Richard Mazengo, Archbishop 
of the PEFA denomination in Tan-
zania, and Rev. Dr. Eliud Isanya, 
Archbishop of the International 
Evangelism Church, along with 9 
other Bishops and Members of Par-

liament.  Knowing Pastor 
Wariaeli I would also have to 
recognize that in his eyes dig-
nitaries included all of his 
church and the hundred’s of 
widows that he and Happiness 
had served over the years.  
Pastors from the 30+ churches 
that Pastor Wariaeli and his 
disciples have planted were 
also in attendance. 

It is difficult to be a pastor’s 
wife in Africa as the demands 
are unending, especially in a 
church like Pastor Wariaeli’s 
which is so devoted to serving 
the sick and the poor.  Rather 
than burdening Pastor Wari-
aeli with their needs, many 
villagers would go directly to 
Mama Wariaeli for ministry 
and help.  Karla Boy, one of 
our early participants in the 
Tanzania Ministry recalls a 
time that Happiness came to 
her discipleship training group 
for encouragement and prayer. 
“Mama Wariaeli had come to 
have lunch with us along with 
Pastor and a few other friends. 

After lunch, Mama 
stayed to visit, being the 
only Tanzanian left with 
us American women. 
We asked her how she 
was doing and how we 
could pray for her. As 
Mama started to share, 
tears and sobs came as 
she told us about the 
women coming to her 
home to tell of their 
need for food, clothes, 
health problems, etc., 
day after day, from early 
morning onward. We 
ladies gathered around 

her, laid our hands on her and 
poured out prayers on her be-
half. When our prayer time 
finished, Mama was clearly 
relieved and grateful for our 
love and concern. We felt hon-
ored that she would pour out 
her heart to us. Mama Wari-
aeli was a hero of the faith” 

It is not yet clear exactly what 
took her life.  She entered a 
hospital in Arusha a couple of 
weeks ago for surgery and 
tissue samples.  Symptom’s 
and blood loss would indicate 
potentially advanced stages of 
cancer, but this has not yet 
been confirmed.  Continued 
deterioration since the surgery 
had indicated problems of 
severity.  As common in Tan-
zania, Happy’s body was 
placed in a small crypt beyond 
their home, not far from 
PUNCHMI School, one of the 
many products of a life dedi-
cated to serving God, her hus-
band, her family, her neigh-
bors and community.  
(continued Page 2) 
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When I received the email announcing her 
passing I recall calling out to God protesting 
the loss of this saint.  She had played a vital 
role in supporting Pastor Wariaeli and in the 
development of our Tanzanian partnership.  
It seemed so early and ill-timed to lose her.  
That was my initial reaction.  But how wrong 
could I be? 

When we can make it past the shock of 
knowing that our Christian loved one has 
departed and we will not see them again on 
this earth –  It is then that we can begin to 
look forward to celebrate the Really Good 
News.  While we might initially be filled 
with sorrow and pain and grief –  we can 
soon shed our mourning clothes and realize 
that our mourning is really for ourselves, as 
our loved one is now in a really good place.  
I mean a really good place. 

Happiness has left this earth.  While she 
proudly took excellent care of her small 
house in Karansi, now she is really home and 
she has been welcomed with great fanfare. 
You know – I’m not real sure how things 
will work in heaven.  I don’t know if Happi-
ness. was initially greeted by angels, or by 
some of the widows she served that had gone 
before her, or by departed family members.  I 
don’t know whether there was some bright 

light when she passed over or whether Saint 
Peter actually stands at the Gate to check us 

in.  But I do believe there was a party.  I do 
believe there was a celebration.  You see, the 
Bible, God’s word, says that the death of one 
of God’s children is a very special time.  We 
look at death from our perspective and gener-
ally say “Oh No.”  But God looks at death 
from His perspective and says “Oh Yes – she 
is now complete – a finished work.”  

As we think of Happiness, it is good for us 
to remember Psalm 116:15 which says 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints.”  As we are in this 
grieving time -  Truth is - We need to take 
our eyes off of ourselves --- and look at 
death, not from our perspective – but try to 
look at it from our Creator’s perspective.  It 
does us well to look a death from the view-
point of a Heavenly Father, who has been 
separated from his child in many ways and 
is now welcoming that child into the Home 
that as Scripture says, Christ has prepared 
for them. 

Think about it.  Somehow – in a way that is 
beyond our ability to totally perceive – the 
God of the Universe -  the one who created 
the heavens and the earth – and even num-
bered the hairs on our heads – takes special 
note when we die – and it is a time that is 
precious to Him. 

We often dread the thought of death, it 
seems tragic, it seems terrible, it seems like 
something that I will want to avoid as long 

as I can.  Yet God – from His perspective, 
from his point of total knowledge, from his 
position of absolute love – looks at the death 
of even one of his Saints as something spe-
cial and precious.  How is that? 

Maybe our understanding is 
limited by our concept of time.  
We often think of death as the 
end – and maybe God sees it as 
the Beginning.  Even as believ-
ers – maybe we see death as the 
final point and God sees it more 
as the starting point.  And it is 
certainly a form of a starting 
point for those (all of us) whose 
bodies have been besieged by 
age and disease – and whose 
souls were tainted by a sin na-
ture that taught us to focus on 
ourselves rather than our Heav-
enly Father.  Maybe we look at 

our approach to death as the “beginning of 
the end” and God looks at us as we approach 
our death as the end of the beginning.  Eter-
nity is a very long time. 

“Precious in the sight of God is the death of 
His Saints.” 

We can have great hope in that statement.  
Understanding this Scripture should be a big 
encouragement to each of us as we grieve 
over the death of Happiness.   

Father – We praise you.  We know that you 
are Sovereign and that you are good.  We 
know that we can rest in that fact.  We sub-
mit to you and to your wisdom that all 
things work for your good and for the good 
of those that love you.  We know that you 
number our days.  You build us in your 
image and you have a plan for each day of 
our lives.  Lord we seek to live as you would 
have us live and walk as you would have us 
walk.  We thank you for gift of Faraha 
Maphie and the way that you used her to 
develop us, as we believe it was by your di-
vine plan.   May she rest in your peace – 
and may she know the joy of Life Everlast-
ing in your presence. 

In the name of Jesus our Lord 
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